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January 4, 2018 

VIA EMAIL AND U.S. MAIL 

Michael Alvarez 

214 W. Erie 

Chicago, IL 60654 

michael@alvarezaffairs.com 

RE: Notice of Violation of Cook County Lobbyist Registration Ordinance, Case No. 

16I09 

Dear Mr. Alvarez: 

You are required by the Cook County Lobbyist Registration Ordinance (the “Ordinance”) to file 

a report of all lobbying activity with the Cook County Clerk every six months.  See County Code 

§ 2-634.  It has come to the attention of the Cook County Board of Ethics that you have failed to 

report the following activity: 

1. An August 24, 2015 email to Cook County Commissioner Deborah 

Sims re: “IlliniCare” with an attached fact sheet, which “addresses 

some of the major issues with the recent action taken by the CCHS 

to terminate the current CountyCare contract.”  (See Exhibit A.)  

Cook County Health & Hospital Systems had previously 

confirmed on August 4, 2015 that it had intended to replace 

IlliniCare, a subsidiary of your client, Centene Corporation, as its 

third-party administrator. 

2. An August 24, 2015 email to Cook County Commissioner Joan 

Murphy re: “IlliniCare Fact Sheet and meeting request” which 

states, “We hope to schedule a brief meeting with you soon to 

discuss so [sic] of these issues in greater detail.” (See Exhibit B.) 

3. A September 8, 2015 email to Commissioner Murphy re: 

“questions,” with attached document entitled “CountyCare 

Operational Disruptions,” which contains a list of questions related 

to the termination of a contract with “the current vendor,” 

IlliniCare. (See Exhibit C.) 

4. September 8, 2015 email to Commissioner Sims re: “Questions,” 

with attached document entitled “CountyCare Operational 
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Disruptions,” stating “you may want to consider as you prepare for 

the board meeting tomorrow.”  (See Exhibit D.) 

5. September 8, 2015 email to Peg Walsh (staff to Cook County 

Commissioner Sean Morrison) re: “questions on CountyCare,” 

stating “Please see the attached questions that may be helpful as 

you prepare for tomorrow’s board meeting.” with an attached 

“CountyCare Operational Disruptions” document. (See Exhibit E.) 

6. October 19, 2015 email to Commissioner Sims re: “Amusement 

tax impact on residential customers,” stating “Please see the 

attached talking points.” (See Exhibit F.) 

7. October 19, 2015 email to Commissioner Murphy re: “Amusement 

tax,” stating “Please see the attached points we have on the 

amusement tax.  Please call me when you have a moment at 

[phone number].  Thanks, Mike” (See Exhibit G.) 

Pursuant to Section 2-637(b), violations of the Ordinance (other than late registration or 

reporting) are punishable by fines of $250 per occurrence.  Thus, the Board is imposing a $1,750 

fine in this matter.  Violators also “shall be prohibited for a period of three years from engaging, 

directly or indirectly, in any Lobbying activities” covered by the Ordinance.  Because this is your 

first violation of the Ordinance, the Cook County Board of Ethics will not impose a bar on your 

lobbying activities at this time.  However, this notice constitutes a warning that future failures to 

report all lobbying activity will result in a prohibition on your lobbying activity on Cook County 

matters up to a period of three years.   

This constitutes the final notice on this matter.  You can resolve this matter by choosing one of 

two options:  

Option 1:  Voluntarily admit to the violation(s) above and (1) 

affirm that you have filed an amended lobbying registration and 

report to include the foregoing and any other unreported activity, 

and (2) pay the $1,750 fine due.   

Option 2:  Contest the violation(s) at a hearing before the Cook 

County Department of Administrative Hearings.   

You must indicate your selection on the enclosed Response to Notice of Violation Form and mail 

it to the Cook County Board of Ethics within 30 days of the date of this letter. 

Should you fail to report and pay or contest these fines within 30 days of the date of this letter, 

the Cook County Board of Ethics shall refer this matter to the Cook County State’s Attorney to 

institute enforcement proceedings in the Department of Administrative Hearings.  If such an 

enforcement action is necessary, the Cook County Board of Ethics reserves the right to seek 

additional penalties, interest, and other applicable fees.  
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If you have questions regarding the violation above, please contact Cook County Board of Ethics 

Deputy Director Amy Crawford at (312) 603-1108.  If you have questions regarding the 

Administrative Hearings process, please call (312) 603-2120. 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.   

Sincerely, 

 
Ranjit Hakim 

Executive Director 

cc:  Cook County Clerk Ethics Unit   



 

 

 

Response to Notice of Violation of Lobbyist Registration Ordinance  

 
Michael Alvarez 

214 W. Erie 

Chicago, IL 606054 

michael@alvarezaffairs.com 

Violation No.: 16I09 

Date Issued:  January 4, 2018 

Fine Due:  $1,750 

Allocation Code:  5822 

 

_____  Option 1:  I voluntarily admit to the violation(s) above and affirm that I have updated my 

registration and filed an amended  lobbying activity report.  I am enclosing a cashier’s check or money 

order payable to the Cook County Department of Revenue.   

 

_____ Option 2:  I wish to contest the violation(s) at a hearing before the Cook County Department of 

Administrative Hearings. 

 

        __________________________  

                 Lobbyist signature 

RETURN TO:   COOK COUNTY BOARD OF ETHICS 

   69 W. WASHINGTON, SUITE 3040 

CHICAGO, IL 60602 
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